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FY25 ANNUAL REPORT HIGHLIGHTS 

 
YOUTH MEDIA ARTS: 

In FY25, over the course of 3 semesters, a total of 93 students, from 25 public high schools 

across 4 boroughs, successfully completed 4 Youth Media Arts (YMA) workshops over 36 weeks, 

with a total of 864 programming hours, producing 5 original youth-produced documentary 

media works on critical issues facing young people,including 4 documentary films and 1 interactive 

website. 

 
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM (PDP)/EXTERNAL EDUCATION PROGRAM (EEP) 

In FY25, EVC’s PDP/EEP programs taught 543 students from 20 schools across all 5 boroughs 

with over 521 programming hours to create 60 short videos. 

 
CREDIBLE EDUCATORS (CE): 

In FY25, a total of 11 new educators-in-training participated in EVC’s Credible Educators 

workshops. They were then placed in jobs in EVC sites and partner schools along with previously 

trained Credible Educators. They successfully taught 16 workshops over the year, with a total of 

498 students across all 5 boroughs. 

 
STUDENT REFLECTIONS: 

EVC utilized a variety of tools for qualitative and quantitative evaluations including educator 

interviews, classroom observations, surveys, and our celebrated end-of-program portfolio review 

process. Over the course of the semester, youth created “portfolios” and filled them with artifacts of 

their work: e.g., progressive drafts of scripts, early and final versions of storyboards etc. During the 

review process, youth presented their portfolios to a panel of educators, teachers, peers, and other 

stakeholders, providing evidence of their learning and growth over time, in accordance with EVC’s 4 

rubrics (documentary arts, critical literacy, social-emotional learning, civic engagement). Our process 

gave young people an opportunity to reflect on their individual contributions to the project, show their 

growth, and assess their own strengths and weaknesses. 

 
In FY25 our youth producers shared the following reflections on their growth during their portfolio 

panels: 

“The part of the documentary that I think was most successful was the message. We 

explained clearly why the housing crisis matters and how it affects real people. I am 

proud of the research and writing I did. I helped explain the causes of the housing crisis 

in a simple way, and I gave ideas for solutions...In the future, I want to use what I 

learned to speak up for people in my community. I want to help find solutions to 

problems like the housing crisis and support people who need homes.” 

- D., a native Spanish speaker, Flushing International High School 
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“The best part about the documentary was showing the human side of the housing crisis. 

We told real stories, which helped people feel for those affected and understand the 

problem better. I'm most proud of my editing and interviewing people. I took all the raw 

video and made it into a strong story. I also did well with the camera and learned a lot 

about the housing crisis itself.” 

- S., a native Wolof speaker, Emma Lazarus High School 

 
“Throughout these 3 months at EVC my social skills definitely developed. It was one of 

those obstacles that gave me hope overcoming more obstacles. Seeing my instructors 

Daila and Iffy introducing themselves, working with others helped me see the importance 

of personal growth within myself and really helped me overcome those obstacles. They 

also taught me the importance of working with others which was something I wasn't 

good at in the beginning of EVC.” 

- M., a native English speaker, Independence High School 

 
“In Critical Literacy, we created interview questions for the public. At first, we asked 

people what they knew, felt, and thought about the housing crisis. After learning from the 

first round, we changed the questions to be stronger and clearer for the formal 

interviews. I learned how to ask better questions, find reliable information, and connect 

research to real stories in our film. Through Civic Engagement, I saw how the housing 

crisis affects many families, including people in my community and for my friend. For 

example, one of my coworker’s family is in public housing and they have issues there. 

By making this film, we raised awareness about the unfair housing system and gave 

people a voice. It felt meaningful to turn our ideas into a message for the public.” 

- S., a native Arabic speaker, Flushing International High School 

 
“The important skills I have developed from EVC was collaborating with different people 

in a respectful and supportive way. We worked together to share and develop our 

project. I learned to work with others in a safe place, to express my ideas to the group, 

and listen to build and work upon others ideas. I learned to discuss with other people to 

find ways to cope with difficult situations and develop solutions.” 

- H., a native Bambara speaker, Emma Lazarus High School 

 
“I’ve developed many beneficial social skills during my time at EVC: Me before EVC 

would have never done this presentation in the first place, and I definitely wouldn’t have 

offered to film any interviews, let alone find the people to do it in a big public park, or 

even engage really in the group activities. Now after being in EVC for the past 15-weeks, 

I’ve met so many wonderful people, had so many new cool experiences stepping out of 

my comfort zone like talking to random people in the park to ask them to do an interview, 

and created so many meaningful memories with everyone in our group.” 

- S., a native English speaker, City-As-School High School 
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FILM FESTIVALS: 

In FY25, EVC’s young filmmakers also had the opportunity to showcase their powerful 

documentaries on national and international stages. In October, at the 2024 Nou Akoma Nou 

Sinèrji Haitian Dominican Transnational Film Festival in Brooklyn, three EVC youth-produced 

films from our YMA program were officially accepted: In My Mind Or In Other Eyes, The Shade 

of My Beauty: Breaking the Skin Barriers, and The Grass Isn’t Always Greener: Migrants in the 

Workplace. Two EVC youth producers represented the films at the festival and these films were 

the only ones made by high school students that were accepted. Our students engaged in Q&A 

sessions alongside professional filmmakers. EVC also received the Innovative Story Award, 

honoring the groundbreaking impact of youth storytelling. 

 
In November, The Shade of My Beauty won the Jury Special Award at the Courage Film 

Festival in Berlin, where a tree was planted in the filmmakers’ honor. These recognitions show 

not only the high caliber films our students create, but also how young filmmakers use their 

voices to inspire action and create change. 

 
***** 
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